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This is an e-zine about chaos magic zines produced 
and distributed between the 1970s and 1990s, 

mostly in England and the United States. More 
specifically, it presents a chronology of chaos magic 
zines, which, in its current version (implying that 

there will be future ones) begins with Ray Sherwin’s 
New Equinox and ends with a little-known Discordian | 
zine from Norfolk in the mid-1990s. 


™ Chaos magic is an occult philosophy, practice and 
approach to reality that emerged in late 1970s 
Yorkshire UK, essentially while the first wave of punk 
rock was giving way to the post-punk genres and 
subcultures. A child of its time, chaos magic reveled 
in the zine-mania that characterized these scenes. 
From the very first chaos magicians (or chaotes), Ray 
Sherwin and Peter Carroll, to the various groups in 
California in the 1990s, zines became the primary 
means for intellectual expression, communication 
and networking. The result was the creation of a 
delightfully large number of booklets, periodicals 
and pamphlets, each with its own unique style, 

'* artwork and ideas. Due however to the small 

"number of copies and often localized distribution, 
such zines are now extremely hard to find. 
Nevertheless, as has been pointed out by others (see 

bibliography; Colin Duggan, 2013) , any attempt at 

understanding the history of chaos magic must, of 
necessity, include at least basic knowledge of this 
zine scene. This e-zine aims towards remedying the 

// situation. 
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If the above intro started out in a tone too serious 
for you, fear not. | have tried to make the zine goofy 
and carefree while also maintaining a factual and 
historical approach that will hopefully satisfy the 
most serious of scholars. 


Each page features a zine cover, its title, year(s) of 
publication and a small paragraph describing the 
zine, or offering some pointless (or not) trivia about 
» it. This unfortunately means that the less a reader 
knows about chaos magic, the less they will be able 
to understand if certain unknown names or terms 


pop up. 


Some of the cover images | have owned myself. 
Others are from friends, acquaintances and 
colleagues or have been found online. In some cases, 
| was unable to find, or have lost pictures of the 


particular zine covers. 


A symbol of chaos in the top-right corner means that 
the zine was linked to, or its author was affiliated 
with the Illuminates of Thanateros group. 

~ Meanwhile, the Psychic Cross means affiliation with 
Thee Temple ov Psychic Youth. 


Additionally, some of the zines included here were 


/’ not strictly affiliated with a chaos magic group but 


_ were linked to the broader scene. 


Abbreviations and Glossary: 


lOT: The IIluminates of Thanateros. The first and 
arguably most important chaos magic group, formed 
in the late 1970s. 


TOPY: Thee Temple ov Psychic Youth. Though not 
identifying itself as a chaos magic group, it was 
certainly part of the broader scene. 
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The background images are heavily edited panels 

*~ from the cyberpunk manga Abara and Blame! by 
Tsutomu Nihei and the whatever-you-wanna-calLit 
manga Dorohedoro by Q Hayashida. 
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Lastly, a disclaimer. To point out the obvious, this e- 
zine is about, well... zines. This means that works 
_ published by mainstream publishing houses or have 
__ an ISBN number are not included (| have allowed one 
~ exception). For example, the 1987 Weiser edition of 
| Liber Null, is not mentioned. 


IS RIOHT 
THROUGH 
THIS DOOR! 


VW 
u 
Ot 
us ty 
Sow 
a aa 
26 
a 


THe NeW EquincX. = 


: ~ ; ot T 
i : i ~ 
ale ty y 
: ‘ \ 7 . 4 
: . « q ’ 
‘ vf _~ < ~ 
. 4 . _ a 
‘ . . ‘' “ “ = =. 
. * - rn : - - 
_ ; . 
ue OSes |. ’ ‘ ? 
Le 7 / . vet na re *.. ThARL«as ; 
a e , ‘ } ; 
4 


volurne three 


on . : Published by Morton Press ae SO 


: ory a . Som = of ae 
he. 


) Wuere it at Started... Ray SHerWin’S LittLe periodical 
Ni} % Featured WOTKS by CrOWLey aNd Spaf'e. ANd tHeN, 
le § @POuNd 1978, a Wild aNNOUNCeMeNt by tHe [OT 
“%» \\ appeared! CHaoS Magic WaS ON tHe Loose] 
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Leer Nu 
~ ReteP CapPOLey is.” 


THe bOOK OF CHaoSs itSeLF! NO OtWef bOOK HaS been 
identiFied With cHaoS Magic aS MUCH aS Libef NULL. 
IPONicaLLy, tHe FIPSt edition barely MeNtiONS CHa°S. 
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THe Book oF ReSuLts 
(Ray SHer Win) 


RayS LittLe hooKLet i§ aL about reSuLts, FOLLOW tHe 
iINStTUCTIONS, MaKe tHe SigiL, diScafd tHe Letters, 
Forget See Wiat you get! (OH... aNd pHOtos OF 
Naked WOMEN) 
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SMOKiN-HOt Tiamat against a bLood-red backgfound. 
THIS edition added Several CooL Features, iNcLUdiNg 
tWo entirely NeW cHapters aNd NON-Stop MeNtION OF 


CHa°S aNd SHaManiSM! 


iNStead added a NeW Section WHicH 
eXpLored tHe concept OF tHe HOLY Gual'diaN ANgeL 
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" CHPiS Bray'S braiNcHitd aNd ONe OF tHe Staples oF 


1980S cHaiSt Zinefyl GOSSip, HUMOT, ecLecticiSM 
a ZaNy VieWS ial @LL tHiNgS SccuLt. 


P-OlTidge WantS you to Feed tye geeSe at 23:00 ON 
tHe 23% OF tHe MONtH] TOPYS goSpet iF tere eyer 
Was One! THIS guide to SigiLization i$ More about 
PeVOLUTION THAN abut practical Magic. 
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THe T Heatre OF Magic 
(Ray SHer Win) 
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Pa | THiS FUNCTIONS aS a part 2 OF SHeTWIN'S Pook oF 
> ReSutts, CONtaiNS Some FaScinating ObServations On 
‘Vo, tHE PHILOSOpHy OF Science. 
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FOrMacs, A Periodical OF 
HE Occult Arts 


CLaSsic 1980S pefiodical ON ALL tHiNgS CccuLT. ITS 
VeTy FTSE iSSue deLved into tHe ideas OF AUSTIN 
OSMaNn Spale aNd Robert ANtON WiLSOn! 


1983-85 
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ENcycLopedia OF EcStaSy 
(ALiStapt LIVINGSTON) 
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ALiStaT LivVingSton’S turee-part pSycHedeLic 
MaSterpiece! THiS ttuLy geSaMtKUNStWer Kian Zine 
briMS With pOSt-puUNK NOISE aNd CCCULt aeStyetic. 
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AutHored by Paula Pagani? P THat’s CHerWin alrignt, ~~ 
THIS Wed LittLe hooKLet LiStS various PituaLS baSed see” 
ON tHe EquinoXes and SOLSticeS, SuppoSedLy : 
perFormed by a Ci'cLe OF CHacS in tHe 1960S. 
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> Bey First attempt at wLustrating HiS idea OF 


“.” ( wtpoduced a More positive vie OF CHa0S tHan that 
be aN iN CHAOS Magic aNd tHe Wats SUbcuLture. 


 CHASS 
* tae Be y 


ag 
7 
s , ; . 
‘ ’ : - 

r . ae , 

4} noe Tt . ’ ’ -7 
oi > "5 
' i —7 > = 


“ONtOLOgiCaL aNa'cHy’ iS beautiFULLy poetic. He also 


Grimoire OF CHacS Magick 
(JULIaN WiLde) 


Grimoir¢ 


Julian BWildc 


A SomeWiat eccentric and aftistic take ON CHAOS 
Magic. $cHoLa? Tanya LUHPMaNN S cLaimM tat it Was 
tHe ‘baSic Manual OF tHe current during tHe 19805 
WaS probably Fake NeWS generated by itS pubLiSner, 


Curis Bray! 


36 { 1985 


ANuUbiS 
(Frater UD) 


NR.1/NOV.85 DM/SFR 11,- 


THe definitive o¢cuLt German zine! Balanced, 
PeFined aNd ceftainLy More Serious tHan it BritiSu 
counterparts, tHiS periodical Featufed afticles by 
CafPOLl aNd LiONeL §NeLL aS WELL! 


1985-1995 


Liber NULL 
(2Nd German ediTiOn) 


THiS Zine i§ NOt feaLLy a zine... [t HaS a NOPMat ISBN 
NUMber! THe FiTSt NON-ZiNe edition OF / Hef NULL 
WaS gerMan/ Wie WUNdefVOLL!! 


1986 


CHa0S INterNationaL 
(OT) 


\e ‘EN ATIONAL 


THe quintessentiaL cHa©S Magic zine OF tHe 8OS aNd 
‘9OST AMAZiNg pOSt-puNK aftWork, HUMOur, 
provocative ideaS aNd, yOu gueSSed it, Magic! 


11986-1997 
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ObNOXiOUS aNd deep. Kaos 


THe Loud teenager OF cHa°S Magic ZineS. G°SSipy, 


PHILOSOpHicaL aNarcHic, 
Had it aLL! 


NOX 
(StepHeN SeNNiTE) 


1986-1989 
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Sorcery aS Vittual 
MecHanicS 
(StepHeN Mace) 
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T OPY NeWS BuLLetin 


THIS LittLe NeWS buLLeting WaS diStributed MainLy to 
advertise TOPY'S NeW acid HouSe “Love War Riot” 
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Pagan NewS 
(PHALEHING Be ROdNe y 
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MAXINE SANDERS INTERVIEW x 2 ; 
PSYCHIC QUESTING UNRAVELLED ~ i= 6 
“sa NEWS & EVENTS LISTING an er — 
_ _ 


- THOUGH pagaN iN Ofientation, Pagav NEWS WaS 


CLOSeLY ee to tHe CHa°S Magic SCENE. 
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1999-1991 


GEMeHE* COBIOGE 
whttam BURROUGHS 
ANTON Shaver 
CHATE TIAN COMSPGaCT 
Manwits 
TELEWINIOW MaGice 
ctumate ancer 
band manerno 


AMD OBE 


°* THe WoLF trat KiLLS Odin. AbPaHaMSon’s zine 
Featured WOTKS, afticLeS aNd aft FrOM ale Over tHe 
~ CHASS Scene, iINCLUdING StuUFF by SataniStS and 
tHeLemites, 
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KaLiSti CataLySt 
(auTONOMatrix) 
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Late 1980S-ear 19908 
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Mm LIBER CYBER | 


~ Like Carrout and Mace, CHafLie WaS ObSeSSed Wit 
qUaNtUM pHYySicS aNd CHAOS tHeofy CaN yOu Locate 
~ THe SMaLt MandeLbrot Set on tHe coyer? 


(Has servitors 
(PHIL HiNe) 


CONTAINING SoMe OF Hine’S MoSt iNNovative ideas ON 
Magic, tHiS LittLe zine WaS Latet incoppofated into 
HiS 1995 CondenSed CHa 
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THe pookLet tHat SEDEE aNNouNced = eNd 


OF TOPY FOLLOWiNg tHe 1992 Paid OF P-OlTidge’S 
Se in Brighton. 
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_ Oven Rea CHa°S 
(PHIL Hine) 
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CHAOS 


Phil Hine 


|) | THiS WaS OPiginaLLy pubLiSHed aS Condensed CHa0S 
- by PHOENIX PUbLICatiOns aNd CHa0s International. 
| WHEN tHe Mainstream CondeNSed CHa0S caMe Out iN 
©) | 1995 by NeW Falcon PubLications, NeW copies oF 
i a | tHiS LittLe zine Were titled Oven-Readly CHAOS 
| | CONFUSING! 
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Prime CHa°S 
(PHIL HiNe) 


Squeezing Being 
StepHen Mace 
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SQUEEZING 
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A modern approact 
a = ality manipul ation am 
o EPHEN MACE ~ 
PYTTATITT itt 


| Mace does HiS USUAL tHiNg, taLKiNg about pHySicS, 


Matnematics ete. THiS time, Kuft Godel aNd HiS 
indeterminacy tHeofem take tHe SpotLignt! 


T He PSeudONOMICON 
(PHIL Hine) 


THE PSEUDONOMICON 


Phil Hine 


THe quinteSSentiaL CHaoS Magic Zine ON 

LovecfaF tian Magic! Hine ONce tried SUMMONING aN 
Od One atop 2 HILL at NigHt — a piLLar OF Ligut 
beamed dOWN From tie SkieS aNd He [aN aWay 


terrified! 
1994 


-KAOS MAGICK— 


~ A JOURNAL of the 1.0.% GSA 


Ee sr, Pe VOLUME 1.1 » Summer 1994 at? “s 
| eZ Vain Lem pe 
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THe lOT Had been Operating N tHe Us For More tan ng 
y rr , | Five years by tniS point. ¢o tHey decided to pubLiSH ne 

| tHeit OWN Zine! (T Hey COuLd Have USed a More - sbi | 
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A DiScOPdian Zine in te UK (NOTFOLK in pafticuLa?)... 
depicting a cHaOStaf... Made OF 4 SKULL... aNd 
penises... WutP Pr 


Ending with the Chimera doesn’t have to be as 
random as it initially seems. By the mid-1990s, chaos 
magic and its occult cousin, Discordianism, could 
frequently be found mentioned together. Perhaps 
the most characteristic such merging can be found 
on the cover of the Norfolk periodical. This fusion 
was especially prominent however in certain 
electronic dance music sound systems, the most 
famous of which was Spiral Tribe. Indeed, despite the 
) greatest efforts and hard work of chaote zinesters, 
neither the coexistence of chaos magic and 
Discordianism, nor any other aspect of the scene for 
. that matter were to survive on the paper pages of 


~ zines. The advent of the internet during the 1990s 


and the tech-savviness of several chaotes and 


Discordians ensured that discussions and networking — - 


" were now shifted to cyberspace. 
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For some solid scholarly work on chaos magic and its 
zines, here’s a brief bibliography. This e-zine itself 


draws heavily from them: 


Christian Greer, ‘Occult Origins: Hakim Bey’s 
Ontological Post-Anarchism’, in Anarchist 
Developments in Cultural Studies 2 (2013), 166- 
187 

Christian Greer, ‘Zines’, in Dictionary of 
Contemporary Esotericism, ed. by Egil Asprem 
(Leiden: Brill, 2019 [pre-print]) 

Duggan, Colin, ‘Perennialism and Iconoclasm, in 
Contemporary Esotericism’, ed. by in Egil Asprem 
and Kennet Granholm (Sheffield: Equinox 
Publishing Ltd., 2013), 91-112 

Otto, Bernd-Christian, ‘The IIluminates of 
Thanateros and the institutionalisation of 
religious individualisation’, in Religious 


Individualisation: Historical Dimensions and 
Comparative Perspectives, ed. by Martin Fuchs, 
Antje Linkenbach, Martin Muslow, Bernd- 
Christian Otto, Rahul Bjgrn Parson, Jorg Rupke 
(Berlin: De Gruyter, 2019), 759-796 


\ If you found any factual mistakes (e.g. year of 
publication); or if you would like to send me a photo 
of a cover that is missing (e.g. the first edition of 
Sherwin’s The Book of Results); or if you happen to 
know any zines that | haven’t included here, please 
send me a message at: 


Academia: 

https://uth.academia.edu/BasilMeletiad 
1 Or, 

Instagram: 


l’ll make sure to include them and mention you in 
the next version (1.2) © 


Incidentally, | must thank Abby Stannard for 
_ corrections and advice! 
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